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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Boris A. Matvenko on 18 August 2009. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
Claims 1-31. (cancelled) 

32. (Currently Amended) A computerized method for managing taxonomic 
information to facilitate retrieval of information , wherein information includes at least one 
of the following another name for an organism, a classification for an organism, 
taxonomic data for an organism, and/or other data related to an organism , comprising: 

identifying a first name that specifies an organism; 

determining if the first name corresponds to a name entry in a names table; 
identifying a first taxonomic identifier of the name entry; 

determining if the first taxonomic identifier is included in a classification entry in a 
classification table allowing taxa to be organized according to more than one 
classification,_wherein each entry in the classification table associates the first 
taxonomic identifier with a classification identifier, a relationship attribute, and a second 
taxonomic identifier, and wherein the classification table is included in a database of 
classifications configured to accommodate alternative classifications and help determine 
a classification for the organism , wherein the database of classifications includes a 
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reference table in which each entry associates a classification identifier with a taxon that 

represents the root of the classification : 

identifying the second taxonomic identifier of the classification entry; and 
based on the second taxonomic identifier, identifying a second name; 
retrieving the information based on at least the first and/or second name . 

33. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32, further comprising: 
based on the first name and the second name, deriving a search parameter. 

Claims 34-37. (cancelled). 

38. (Currently Amended). A computerized system for managing taxonomic 
information to facilitate retrieval of information , wherein information includes at least one 
of the following another name for an organism, a classification for an organism, 
taxonomic data for an organism, and/or other data related to an organism , comprising: 
a processor configured to operate on: 

a name identifier component configured to identify a first name that specifies an 
organism, 

a determiner component configured to determine if the first name corresponds to 
a name entry in a names table; 

an identifier component configured to identify a first taxonomic ID of the name 

entry; 

another determiner component configured to determine if the first taxonomic ID is 
included in a classification entry in a classification table, wherein each entry in the 
classification table associates the first taxonomic ID with a classification identifier, a 
relationship attribute, and a second taxonomic ID, and wherein the classification table is 
included in a database of classifications configured to accommodate alternative 
classifications and help determine a classification for the organism , wherein the 
database of classifications includes a reference table in which each entry associates a 
classification identifier with a taxon that represents the root of the classification ; 
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a second identifier component configured to identify the second taxonomic ID of 
the classification entry; and 

a third identifier component configured to identify, based on the second 
taxonomic ID, a second name; 

wherein said processor is configured to retrieve information based on at least 
said first name or said second name. 

39. (Currently Amended). Computer software, residing on a computer-readable 
storage medium, comprising a set of instructions for use in a computer system to help 
cause the computer system to manage taxonomic information to facilitate retrieval of 
information , wherein information includes at least one of the following another name for 
an organism, a classification for an organism, taxonomic data for an organism, and/or 
other data related to an organism , the set of instructions for causing the computer 
system to: 

identify a first name that specifies an organism; 

determine if the first name corresponds to a name entry in a names table; 
identify a first taxonomic ID of the name entry; 

determine that the first taxonomic ID is included in a classification entry in a 
classification table, wherein each entry in the classification table associates the first 
taxonomic ID with a classification identifier, a relationship attribute, and a second 
taxonomic ID, and wherein the classification table is included in a database of 
classifications configured to accommodate alternative classifications and help determine 
a classification for the organism , wherein the database of classifications includes a 
reference table in which each entry associates a classification identifier with a taxon that 
represents the root of the classification ; 

identify the second taxonomic ID of the classification entry; and 

identify, based on the second taxonomic ID, a second name; 

retrieving the information based on at least the first and/or second name . 
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40. (Currently Amended) A system for managing taxonomic information to 
facilitate retrieval of information , wherein information includes at least one of the 
following another name for an organism, a classification for an organism, taxonomic 
data for an organism, and/or other data related to an organism , comprising: 

a processor configured to operate on 

a names table in which each entry associates a character string with a name 
identifier; 

a taxon table in which each entry associates a name identifier with a taxon 
identifier; 

a database of classifications that accommodates alternative classifications, the 
database including: 

a reference table in which each entry associates a classification identifier 
with a taxon that represents the root of the classification; and 

a classification table in which each entry associates a taxon identifier with 
a classification identifier, a relationship attribute, and a second taxon identifier; 

a name identifier configured to identify a name that specifies an organism from 
the names table ; 

a determiner configured to use the name and the database of classifications to 
help determine a classification for the organism; and 

an identifier configured to use the classification to help identify information 
associated with the organism; 

wherein the processor is further configured to retrieve the information based on 
at least the name . 

41 . (Currently Amended). A computerized method for managing taxonomic 
information to facilitate retrieval of information , wherein information includes at least one 
of the following another name for an organism, a classification for an organism, 
taxonomic data for an organism, and/or other data related to an organism , comprising: 

providing a database including: 
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a names table in which each entry associates a character string with a 
name identifier; 

a taxon table in which each entry associates a name identifier with a taxon 

identifier; and 

a database of classifications that accommodates alternative 
classifications, the database including: 

a reference table in which each entry associates a classification 
identifier with a taxon that represents the root of the classification; and 

a classification table in which each entry associates a taxon 
identifier with a classification identifier, a relationship attribute, and a second taxon 
identifier; 

identifying a name that specifies an organism from the names table : 
based on the name and the database of classifications, determining a 
classification for the organism; and 

retrieving information based on at least the name. 

42. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41, wherein the method further 
comprises: 

based on the classification, identifying information associated with the organism. 

43. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41 , wherein the name is a 
polynomen. 

44. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41 , wherein the name is a 
modern name. 

45. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41, wherein the name is a 
trinomen. 
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46. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41, wherein the name is a 
scientific name. 

47. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41 , the name is a non-scientific 

name. 

48. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41 , further comprising: 
receiving a request for information including the name; and 

based on the request, selecting a database access layer to receive the request. 

49. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41, further comprising: 
receiving a request for information including the name; and 

directing the request to an application layer for serving client functions. 

50. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41 , further comprising: 
receiving a request for information including the name; and 

directing the request to a data layer to determine a unique identifier associated 
with the organism. 

51 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41 , further comprising: 
identifying a textual description associated with the organism. 

52. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41, further comprising: 
identifying an illustration associated with the organism. 

53. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41, further comprising: 
identifying a multimedia data object associated with the organism. 

54. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41, further comprising: 
identifying a data pointer associated with the organism. 
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55. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41, further comprising: 
basing the identification of the information on a defined domain of information. 

56. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41 , further comprising: 
determining a biological classification for the organism. 

57. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41, further comprising: 
determining a geographical classification for the organism. 

58. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41, further comprising: 
determining a non-biological classification for the organism. 

59. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 58, further comprising 
identifying information associated with another organism that belongs to the 

classification. 

60. (Currently Amended). A computerized method for managing taxonomic 
information to facilitate retrieval of information , wherein information includes at least one 
of the following another name for an organism, a classification for an organism, 
taxonomic data for an organism, and/or other data related to an organism , comprising: 

identifying a first name that specifies an organism; 
associating a first taxon with the first name; 

determining that the first taxon is included in a classification entry in a 
classification database, the classification database allowing taxa to be organized 
according to more than one classification wherein each entry in the classification 
database associates the first taxon with a classification identifier, a relationship attribute, 
and a second taxon, and wherein classifications database is configured to 
accommodate alternative classifications and help determine a classification for the 
organism , wherein the database of classifications includes a reference table in which 
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each entry associates a classification identifier with a taxon that represents the root of 
the classification : and 

associating the second taxon with the classification entry; 

retrieving the information based on at least the name . 

61. (Cancelled) 

62. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 40, wherein the name is a 
polynomen. 

63. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 40, wherein the name is a 
modern name. 

64. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 40, wherein the name is a 
trinomen. 

65. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 40, wherein the name is a 
scientific name. 

66. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 40, the name is a non-scientific 

name. 

67. (Cancelled). 

68. (Cancelled). 

69. (Previously Presented). The method of claim 32, wherein the first name is a 
scientific name and the second name is a common name. 
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70. (Previously Presented). The method of claim 32,wherein the first name and 
the second name are scientific names and wherein the second name is a variant of the 
first name. 

71. (Cancelled) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LESLIE WONG whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4120. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 9:30am - 6:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, CHARLES RONES can be reached on (571)272-4085. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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